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The Abyss of Freedom: Zizek’s Interpretation of

Schelling’ s Thought in His Later Years
Li Xixiang
Abstract ; Slavoj Zizek concentrated on elucidating the thought of Schelling’ s late years in his books The A-
byss of Freedom and The Indivisible Remainder. Through the interpretation of Schelling’ s manuscript Ages of
the World, Zizek pointed out that there is an abyss preceding the beginning in Schelling’ s thought, i.e., the
abyss of freedom, and that abyss of freedom is consistent with Hegel’ s “night of the world.” In The Indivisi-
ble Remainder, Ziek elaborated on the relationship between Hegel and Schelling, pointing out that they
share a common “foundational operation” in German classical philosophy, that is, the innate position of
disorder in relation to order, the disorder is the basis of order, and this “foundational operation” can only
be elucidated through Lacanian psychoanalysis. In Less Than Nothing and Absolute Recoil, Zizek further de-
velops his interpretation of the relationship between Schelling and Hegel, demonstrating that late Schelling
and young Hegel are fundamentally aligned in their thought. This alignment was also recognized by Lacan,
and therefore Lacanian psychoanalysis is the true heir to German classical philosophy. Schelling’ s philo-
sophical thought serves as a precursor to the philosophical thought of Lacanian psychoanalysis, opening up a

new path for us to correctly understand Schelling’ s thought.
Key words : Zizek ; Schelling; Hegel; The Abyss of Freedom (REHRE:FXH)
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