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Principled Innovation and Punctuated Equilibrium: The Evolutionary Logic of
CPC Discipline Inspection Work Since the Reform and Opening—-Up

Wang Haijun, Ding Ranxu

Abstract ; Since the reform and opening—up, the discipline inspection work of the Communist Party of China
(CPC)—as a specialized institutional arrangement for enforcing strict Party self—governance—has played a
pivotal role in advancing the Party’ s self—reform, and has emerged as a critical strategic pillar for tackling
the unique challenges of a large party. An analysis of the Work Report of the Plenary Session of the Central
Commission for Discipline Inspection reveals that, the discipline inspection work exhibits remarkable resili-
ence and adaptability. It consistently upholds the centralized and unified leadership of the Party, adheres to
a people—centered stance and problem—oriented approach, maintains an unwavering tone of strictness, and
emphasizes the methodological unity of scientific and efficient practices. Concurrently, in response to chan-
ges in the Party’ s governance environment and the needs of its own development, it has proactively adjusted
its leadership system, functional positioning, strategic layout, and working methods, thereby presenting dis-
tinet characteristics of principled innovation and punctuated equilibrium. On the new journey of the new era,
the Party’ s discipline inspection work should, within the dialectical unity of upholding the “constant” and
adapting to the “changing,” continuously enhance the levels of standardization, formalization, scientifica-
tion, and precision, providing a solid guarantee for the steady and sustained advancement of Chinese mod-
ernization.

Key words: Party’ s discipline inspection work ; Work Report of the Plenary Session of the Central Commis-

sion for Discipline Inspection; principled innovation; unique challenges of a large party
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