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An Analysis of Mao Zedong’ s Problem Consciousness in the
Application of Historical Materialism—Focusing on the Five
Commentaries on the U.S. White Paper

Liu Kui

Abstract ; Strong problem consciousness is a prominent feature manifested in Mao Zedong’ s application of
historical materialism. On the eve of the founding of the People’ s Republic of China, in response to the fal-
lacies propagated in the U.S. White Paper, Mao Zedong, grounded in historical materialism, raised, ana-
lyzed and resolved problems, delivering incisive critiques and scientific responses. He not only explicitly ex-
posed the erroneous claims in the U.S. White Paper—such as whitewashing acts of aggression, negating the
Chinese Revolution, slandering the people’ s democratic dictatorship, and the illusions harbored by China’s
old democratic elements about imperialism—Dbut also profoundly analyzed the root causes behind these spe-
cific issues: an idealist conception of history, the failure to interpret history from the perspective of class
struggle , and the denial of the truth and guiding role of Marxism—Leninism. On this basis, Mao Zedong em-
ployed historical materialism to answer the questions of why the Chinese Revolution occurred, and why it tri-
umphed , constructed the theory of the people’ s democratic dictatorship, and promoted the development and
innovation of historical materialism. This enlightens us that in the process of grasping and applying historical
materialism, we must adhere to problem orientation, stand firm on the stance of historical materialism, pro-
mote the organic integration of historical materialism with China’ s actual conditions, and continuously dem-
onstrate its strong explanatory power for practical problems and contemporary value.

Key words: Mao Zedong; historical materialism; problem consciousness; U.S. White Paper
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