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An Ethnological Study of “The Yellow Emperor Had a Son Named Chiyou”
and the Differentiated Hierarchical Order Alliance Mechanism in Early Society

Lu Zhongyang

Abstract ; The record that “the Yellow Emperor had a son named Chiyou” in the Wi chapter of the Tsing-
hua Bamboo Slips has sparked extensive academic debate regarding the kinship relationship between Chiyou
and the Yellow Emperor. Based on the text of the bamboo slips, the editors of the Tsinghua Bamboo Slips
proposed that “Chiyou was the son of the Yellow Emperor” or that “the Yellow Emperor and Chiyou were
father and son.” However, most historians drawing on records from received classical texts, have questioned
the reliability of this claim, arguing that there was no genuine blood relationship between the two. Indeed,
when Chiyou referred to the Yellow Emperor as “father,” it was in the sense of an “adopted son,” their
“father—son” relationship was not based on blood ties, but constituted a political alliance founded on con-
quest and subordination. The phenomenon of fictive kinship between ethnic groups, as reflected in the
phrase “the Yellow Emperor had a son named Chiyou,” reveals the “differentiated hierarchical order” alli-
ance mechanism among ethnic groups in early human societies. This is of significant academic value for ex-
ploring the formation mechanisms of China’ s early states, the patterns of ethnic integration in ancient times,
and the division of labor among primitive ethnic groups.
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