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Historical Reflections and Contemporary Implications of Mao Zedong’ s
Construction of the Cultural Subjectivity of the Chinese Nation

Wang Zengfu, Li Zhichao

Abstract ; The construction and consolidation of the cultural subjectivity of the Chinese nation is an inevita-
ble requirement for the great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation. Mao Zedong’ s initial construction of the
cultural subjectivity of the Chinese nation fully embodies the theoretical reflections and practical explorations
of the Communist Party of China (CPC) in courageously shouldering its cultural mission, advancing cultur-
al development, and building a culturally strong nation. Amid the arduous historical circumstances of see-
king national rejuvenation, Mao Zedong took Marxism with Chinese characteristics and modernization as the
theoretical guidance, “cultural transformation” as the practical approach, and mutual learning between
Eastern and Western civilizations as the value orientation. By systematically grasping the relationship be-
tween the cultural subjectivity of the Chinese nation and revolution and construction, he shaped the embry-
onic form of the discursive narrative system for the cultural subjectivity of the Chinese nation, and completed
its initial construction. Standing at a new historical starting point, reflecting on Mao Zedong’ s intellectual
exploration of the cultural subjectivity of the Chinese nation is of great significance for better shouldering the
new cultural mission, building a new cultural entity, and developing the culture of socialism with Chinese
characteristics in the new era.

Key words: Mao Zedong; the Chinese nation; cultural subjectivity; cultural mission
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