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Climbing to Ancestors and Combining Genealogy with the Clan.
A Study on the Formation of the Sun Wu Genealogy during
the Tang and Song Dynasties

Ren Ye, Huang Pumin

Abstract: The clear and complete genealogy of Sun Wu presented in the “Genealogy Table of Prime Minis-
ters” in The New Book of Tang, originated from the various Sun clans in the Tang Dynasty who climbed to
ancestors and combined genealogy with the clan, resulting from the superposition and integration of different
Sun lineages. The Sun Jiazhi family first attached the Wusui Sun clan to the Le” an Sun clan, revering the
Qi general Sun Shu as their founding ancestor, and adopting the clear lineage of Gui Man—Tian Wan—Sun
Shu as their ancestral lineage. Then, taking the opportunity of submitting Sun Jian’ s personal records and
the official compilation of Sun Jian’ s epitaph, they revised their ancestral lineage, making Sun Shu the
erandfather of Sun Wu, thus establishing “kinship” with multiple Sun clans that revered Sun Wu as their
distant ancestor, and merging into the generalized Sun lineage. Sun Chuyue, from the Sun clan in Jiacheng,
attached himself to the Le’ an Sun clan, and his descendants later connected with the Fuchun Sun clan. The
Gui Man—Tian Wan—Sun Shu—Sun Wu lineage was further improved due to the collation and integration of
the genealogies of Sun Jiazhi and Sun Chuyue in the “Genealogy Table of Prime Ministers” of The New Book
of Tang, and became more authoritative because of the detailed textual research and verbatim transcription
in The Critical Examination of Ancient and Modern Surname Books. As a result, it transformed from being
specific to universal, from marginal to central, and eventually became the common ancestral lineage of Sun
clans in various regions since the Southern Song Dynasty. The formation of Sun Wu’ s lineage, although
rooted in the collective conspiracy of various Sun clans during the Tang and Song Dynasties to enhance their
social status by climbing to ancestors and expand political resources by combining genealogy with the clan,
has become the cornerstone and bond of the later Sun family identity, carrying profound cultural traditions
and emotional values.

Key words:Sun Wu; Sun Shu; Le’ an Sun clan; family genealogy; “Genealogy Table of Prime Ministers”
in The New Book of Tang
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