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The Power Connotations of Ideology: The Internal Tensions of Gramsci’s
Cultural Hegemony Theory and Its Contemporary Implications

Yang Xiaotong

Abstract : The historical emergence of Gramsci’ s cultural hegemony theory is deeply rooted in Italy’ s indig-
enous philosophical tradition, while also inheriting the lineage of Marxist class consciousness theory and
Lenin’ s thought of leadership. To unravel the hegemonic logic of invisible power in capitalist political socie-
ty, Gramsci regarded civil society, organic intellectuals, and “position warfare” as the basic elements for
the proletariat to seize cultural hegemony. This dialectical thinking that emphasizes both the “conceptual a-
gency” of cultural ideology relative to the economic base, and the “material constraints” that cannot be di-
vorced from concrete social relations and the balance of class forces, constitutes the core essence of the cul-
tural hegemony theory. Not only does Gramsci’ s cultural hegemony theory provide new analytical tools for
the study of contemporary Western ideology and the cultural critique of capitalist society, it also offers im-
portant intellectual insights to countries in the Global South as they seek to explore an independent develop-
ment path that actively constructs their own cultural and political identities while deeply aligning with their
local socio—historical and cultural conditions.

Key words : Gramsci; cultural hegemony; ideology; power; legitimacy
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