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Re-Examining the Orthodoxy of Marxism—Theoretical Confrontation
and Intellectual Legacy between Eagleton and Williams

Chen Wenxu, Peng Ruo

Abstract ; In the 1970s, Terry Eagleton and Raymond Williams engaged in a significant debate on the theo-
retical orthodoxy of Marxism in New Lefi Review. Eagleton criticized Williams’ cultural materialism, which
was based on historical semantics, for its reformist, idealist, and populist tendencies, arguing that it weak-
ened the principle of economic determinism and the inherent revolutionary nature of Marxism. Williams re-
sponded directly to these criticisms; on the one hand, he defended the theoretical foundation of cultural ma-
terialism; on the other hand, he accused Eagleton of falling into a kind of “formalism” divorced from the
actual context, and emphasized that Marxism must respond to changes in specific historical conditions
through the core mechanism of “internal translatability.” The essence of their debate lies in their different
understandings of the Marxist category of practice. Such differences constituted a creative dialogue between
the construction of daily culture and radical political rupture. The debate between Eagleton and Williams not
only concerns the understanding of orthodox Marxism, but also profoundly reveals the tension between cul-
tural theory and political practice, providing important theoretical enlightenment for contemporary left—wing
theory.

Key words : British Marxism ;orthodox Marxism; cultural materialism; Raymond Williams; Terry Eagleton
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