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Theoretical Connotation, Practical Exploration, and Main Experience
in the Construction of the CPC’ s “Independence
and Self-Reliance” Discourse System

Chu Lianwei

Abstract: The “independence and self-reliance” discourse system is a systematic linguistic and textual ex-
pression of the the Communist Party of China’s (CPC) practice of the fundamental principle of independ-
ence and self—reliance. It is primarily manifested in the autonomy and creativity of its defining concepts,
discursive paradigms, theoretical constructs, and expressions of spiritual character. The construction of the
“independence and self-reliance” discourse system is an inevitable requirement for China to reconstruct its
own narrative subject, a methodological proposition for advancing the Sinicization of Marxism, and a practi-
cal necessity for addressing the problem of dual aphasia in discourse. The theoretical connotations of the
CPC’ s “independence and self-reliance” discourse system primarily include: firmly upholding the people’ s
stance in discourse, establishing the iconic concept and theoretical framework of “independence and self-
reliance,” and embodying the spiritual qualities of confidence, self-reliance, autonomy, and self—strength-
ening at the level of value orientation. The CPC’ s over a century history of struggle, is a history of construc-
ting the “independence and self—reliance” discourse system. Through a century of exploration, the CPC has
eradually established a historical experience discourse on “adhering to our own path,” a discourse of confi-
dence in “firmly grasping the initiative,” a methodological discourse on “relying on our own struggles,”
and a diplomatic discourse on “rejecting power politics.” The main experiences of the CPC in the construc-
tion of the “independence and self-reliance” discourse system include: consistently upholding the subjec-
tivity and originality of the discourse system’s construction, consistently maintaining the historical initiative
in building this system, and firmly holding the discourse power and interpretive authority over China’s de-
velopment and progress in our own hands.

Key words:independence and self-reliance; discourse system; construction approach
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