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The Political Choices and Personal Fate of Military Commander
Fu Zhongxin at the Turn of the Two Song Dynasties—On the
Marriages and Social Networks of Military Officers in the

Sichuan—-Shaanxi War Zone of the Southern Song Dynasty
Liu Jin

Abstract ; The southward advance of the Jin army at the turn of the Two Song Dynasties triggered widespread
social upheaval. Ordinary people caught in this turbulent era were forced to make choices, and take actions
to change their own destinies. Fu Zhongxin ({#.15), originally a commoner from Guanzhong ( &H1) ,
was forced to enlist to resist the Jin invasion after Jin forces entered Shaanxi. Due to a series of circum-
stances, he subsequently served successively under the Jin Dynasty, and the puppet Qi regime. After the
Shaoxing Peace Treaty (32411 ) was concluded, he returned to the Southern Song Dynasty, and was
placed under the command of Wu Jie (%&¥}). He repeatedly distinguished himself with numerous military
achievements in the Song—Jin wars, and became an important general in the Sichuan—Shaanxi (JI[f%) War
Zone. After hostilities subsided, he was transferred to military posts in the Jinghu South Circuit (#7555 %)
and other regions. It was not until Wanyan Liang’ s (522045 ) invasion of the south that Fu Zhongxin re-
turned to the Sichuan—Shaanxi battlefield, and ultimately died in office while serving in Yangzhou (£ ).
Many of Fu Zhongxin’ s descendants also held military posts, and formed multiple marital ties with military
commanders in the Sichuan—Shaanxi region, reflecting the unique military—political network of this region.
Probably due to the impact of Wu Xi’s ( %0 ) rebellion during the Kaixi ( 7/ ) period, military officials
such as Fu Zhongxin who had close ties to the Wu family were collectively “silenced” in official historical
records. The life experiences of Fu Zhongxin and his descendants connect directly to many key issues in
Southern Song history including the peace and war dynamics between Song and Jin, local military cliques,
and political shifts, which fills the gaps in the grand historical narrative.

Key words: the turn of the Two Song Dynasties; Fu Zhongxin; epitaph; political choice
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