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The Reconstruction of Community Ethics from the Perspective of
“Liquid Modernity”—A Probe into Bauman’s Critical
Theory of Social Space

Lu Junyi

Abstract :In the debate surrounding modernity and postmodernity, Zygmunt Bauman has gained international re-
nown in academic circles for his theory of “liquid modernity.” He systematically elucidated the transition from
solid, cumbersome, and enclosed modes of modern production and lifestyles to fluid, light, and uncertain post—
Fordist modes, offering significant spatial —philosophical insights into the internal logic of the shift from modernity
to postmodernity. Bauman’ s critical theory carries profound spatial—political implications. The logical framework
of his critical theory of social space can be summarized as reflections on the following key issues: the lightness
transformation of time—space; class distinctions and spatial segregation represented by the flaneur and the va-
grant ; the privatization and commodification of capitalist public spaces; and the “cloakroom—like community” or
“carnival—like community” in the era of mobility. To build a better society and achieve common good, fairness,
and justice, it is necessary to reexamine the fragmentation of communities, and realize the reconstruction of com-
munity ethics from “being—with—others” to “being—for—others.” The moral responsibility of “being—for—others”
and the ethical restraint of “self-limitation” together constitute the dialectical characteristics of Bauman’s ethics
of spatial emancipation. Bauman’s thought provides important insights for reflecting on the contradictions and cri-
ses of contemporary capitalist living spaces and for developing Marxism in the 21st century.

Key words;liquid modernity; flaneur and vagrant; public space; cloakroom—like community; community ethics
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