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A Study on the Ethical Issues of Digital Capitalism
Ma Yuhao, Wu Xiaofeng

Abstract: As the latest form of capitalist development, while digital capitalism has significantly propelled
the development of productive forces, it also confronts systemic ethical issues. Unlike localized ethical risks
arising from accidental technological deviations or individual moral deficiencies, the ethical issues of digital
capitalism constitute a holistic deconstruction of social ethics. These issues specifically manifest as the ero-
sion of ethical foundations, deviation from ethical norms, alienation of ethical relationships, and suspension
of ethical responsibility. The root of digital capitalism’ s ethical issues lies in the encroachment of ethical
norms by the self—expansion instinct of digital capital, the one—dimensional control of human beings exerted
by the capitalist application of digital technology, and the erosion of public norms by digital platform power.
These issues are the result of the collusion among capital, technology and power. Fundamentally, resolving
the ethical issues of digital capitalism requires the complete abolition of capitalist private ownership of the
means of production. At the current stage, we must advance collaboratively along three dimensions: regula-
ting digital capital, guiding technology towards the good, and restraining platform power, so as to steer the
development of digital civilization towards the public interest, goodness, and humanity.

Key words: digital capitalism; ethical issue; technological alienation; platform power; digital ethics
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