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(trans.) , Palo Alto: Stanford University Press, 2003, p. 166 ; Maurice Blanchot, The Infinite Conversation, Suan Hanson ( trans.) , Minneapo-
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(DMaurice Blanchot, L’ Espace littéraire, Paris: Gallimard, 1955, p. 275.
@Maurice Blanchot, L’ Eniretien infini, Paris: Gallimard, 1969, p. 53.
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®Z: W, Maurice Blanchot, L’ Espace littéraire, Paris: Gallimard, 1955, p. 25.

@% I Maurice Blanchot, L’ Espace littéraire, Paris: Gallimard, 1955, p. 15.

(3Maurice Blanchot, The Space of Literature, Ann Smock (trans.), London: University of Nebraska Press, 1982, p. 48.
@2 I Maurice Blanchot, L’ Espace littéraire, Paris: Gallimard, 1955, p. 271.

(®Maurice Blanchot, L’ Eniretien infini, Paris: Gallimard, 1969, p. 436.

(©Maurice Blanchot, L’ Entretien infini, Paris; Gallimard, 1969, p. 436.

(DMaurice Blanchot, L’ Entretien infini, Paris: Gallimard, 1969, p. 361.

(®Maurice Blanchot, L’ Eniretien infini, Paris: Gallimard, 1969, p. 436.

©@Antonin Artaud, Le Thédtre et son Double, Paris: Gallimard, 1938, p. 134.
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Enduring Influence: From Daoism to the Thought of Antonin
Artaud and Maurice Blanchot

Zhao Yu

Abstract ; Antonin Artaud, a French theatre theorist, and Maurice Blanchot, a French writer and theorist,
both maintained a profound interest in Daoism, and were influenced by it to varying extents. Artaud’ s con-
cepts of “image” and “shadow” are deeply intertwined with the notions of “De” and “Dao” in the Daode-
jing through the concept of “life.” Blanchot, building upon Artaud’s ideas, further endowed “image” and
“shadow” with new meanings: he argued that in literary writing, language is its own image, and speech is
the shadow of language. Both Artaud and Blanchot attached central importance to “void” and “space,” ad-
vocated “weakness,” and emphasized “death” and “the impossibility of thinking.” These concepts are not

’"

only inherently intertwined with Daoist notions such as “Dao,” “Wu,” and the concept of space, but also
resonate with Daoist ideas like “weakness is the operation of the Dao” and “sitting in forgetfulness.”

Key words; Daoism; Antonin Artaud; Maurice Blanchot; influence studies
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