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The Triple Logic of Kant’ s Justification of Political Obligation
Zhao Yuxia, Bian Shaobin

Abstract ; The justification of political obligation confronts a fundamental difficulty: it must both establish
the normative grounds of political authority and its universal binding force, and explain why citizens ought to
comply with concrete and existing relations of rule. Kant’ s political philosophy offers a viable approach to
this problem by distinguishing and integrating the two dimensions of justification and legitimacy. At the level
of justification, the dual dimensions of self-legislation and obedience to law inherent in moral autonomy,
provide the normative precondition for individuals’ obedience to state authority, and lay the moral founda-
tion of state legitimacy. At the level of legitimacy, Kant clarifies the priori normative basis of relations of
rule through a transcendental deduction of the structural homology between property rights and public right,
thereby overcoming the difficulties inherent in empirical justificatory approaches. In this sense, the just state
that safeguards equal rights and citizens’ patriotic obligation are mutually compatible, legitimate relations of
rule also contribute to the realization of international legal authority and cosmopolitanism, through which pa-
triotism and cosmopolitanism become mutually reinforcing. By elucidating the multiple logical structures and
underlying value commitments in Kant’ s doctrine of political obligation, this study not only responds effec-
tively to the critiques advanced by Simmons and others, but also transcends the limitations of existing theo-
ries, and provides an important theoretical reference for contemporary debates on political justification.
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