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The Traces of Mao Xiuzhi and Zhu Xiuzhi and Geopolitics of Northeast
Asia in the Early Fifth Century

Xie Zhenhua
Abstract ;: The traces of Mao Xiuzhi (EME2Z) and Zhu Xiuzhi (AK1E2Z) , prisoners of war from the South-

ern Dynasties, provide an excellent window to observe the geopolitical pattern of Northeast Asia in the early
5th century. In the 13th year of Yixi ( X E8) of the Eastern Jin Dynasty, Mao Xiuzhi followed Liu Yu on the
Northern Expedition to Guanzhong ( 1) . Due to internal friction among the left—behind team, he was de-
feated and captured by Helian Xia (##i% X ), and was placed in Wu’ er City together with other surren-
dered soldiers. In the 4th year of Shiguang (4fiJ%:) of the Northern Wei Dynasty, Emperor Taiwu captured
Tongwan (4:J7), and Mao Xiuzhi was relocated to Pingcheng (*F-3i). He eventually integrated into the
power structure of the Northern Wei by virtue of his Tianshi Dao ( KIIlii) background, superb culinary
skills, and his close friendship with Cui Hao (#E7f%). Zhu Xiuzhi was captured during the Northern Expedi-
tion in the 8th year of Yuanjia ( JG#% ). Though he was treated with courtesy, he still plotted to assassinate
Emperor Taiwu, and later returned to the Southern Dynasties by sea via the territory of Feng Yan ({Z7HE).
The traces of Mao Xiuzhi and Zhu Xiuzhi are closely related to the geopolitical reorganization of Northeast A-
sia, and constitute an important entry point for understanding the relationship between the Southern and
Northern Dynasties and their neighboring regions. The divergent trajectories of the two men reflect the com-
plexity of the intertwined relationship among personal emotions, family interests, and national identity,
which provides an excellent reference for the study of population mobility, geopolitical patterns, and the
writing of individual life histories in the Southern and Northern Dynasties.

Key words:Mao Xiuzhi; Wu’er City; Zhu Xiuzhi; Feng Yan; geopolitical pattern
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